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The illustrated poster was born in Europe in the late 19th 

century, reflecting an increasingly commercialised world and 

later conflicting political ideologies. Posters are ephemeral, 

produced for a specific moment, yet many elements are recycled 

and resonate in cultural memory today. From the propaganda 

of the World Wars and the Cold War to the explosion of cultural 

exchange, tourism and the emergence of multi-voiced social 

movements after the Second World War, complex layers of 

European division and unity are revealed through a selection of 

posters from the collection of the House of European History. 

They reflect the development and transformation of the public 

sphere in European cities.
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